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SUB J : HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION COMPLAINT AGAINST UK 
REF: (A) LONDON 01071, (B) LONDON 01084, (C) STATE 10465 

1. QUESTION OF BRITISH VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN 
NORTHERN IRELAND ATTRACTS WIDE ATTENTION IN THE IRISH 
REPUBLIC AND INVARIABLY STIRS DEEP EMOTIONS. AS DEPT IS 
AWARE, IRISH GOVT ITSELF HAS CHARGED THE BRITISH WITH TORTURE 
AND OTHER ALLEGATIONS BEFORE THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS IN STRASBOURG. THESE CHARGES ARE STILL PENDING 
AND DESPITE THE EFFORTS OF BOTH THE IRISH AND BRITISH 
GOVERNMENTS TO ARRIVE AT A POLITICAL COMPROMISE IN THE 
SUNNINGDALE AGREEMENT, THE IRISH HAVE SHOWN NO EVIDENCE WHATSOEVER OF 
BACKING AWAY FROM THE CHARGES LEVEL IN STRASBOURG. 

2. WE UNDERSTAND OF COURSE THAT THE CHARGES AGAINST THE 
UK IN THE HRC ARE BEING LEVELED BY AMENSTY INTER- 
NATIONAL AND WE UNDERSTAND THE CONCERN THAT THE BRITISH 
HAVE WITH SEAN MACBRIDE. THEIR BELIEF THAT HE MAY BE 
DISTINCTLY HOSTILE TO THEM IS WELL FOUNDED PARTICULARLY 
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3. AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND, WE BELIEVE THAT ANY 
SUPPORT WE GIVE THE BRITISH ON THIS QUESTION CAN DAMAGE OUR 
RELATIONS WITH THE IRISH, AND INDEED, IF IT BECOMES 
PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE THAT WE HAD SUPPORTED THE BRITISH ON 
THIS QUESTION, WE FORESEE THE POSSIBILITY OF A STRONG 

PUBLIC REACTION WITH CONSEQUENT MEDIA REFERENCES TO MAI LEI, AMERICAN 
TORTURES IN VIETNAM, ETC., WHICH 

INCIDENTALLY ARE FAVORITE HOBBY HORSES OF MACBRIDE. 

EMBASSY DUBLIN THEREFORE BELIEVES THAT WE HAVE NOTHING 
OF VALUE TO GAIN FROM TAKING A POSITION ON THIS ISSUE, AND 
MUCH TO LOSE. WE RECOMMEND THAT WE ABSTAIN. 
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